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Promising Signals on Al Governance

from China
July 2026

China has consistently signaled a willingness to engage on global Al governance since at least
2017." This memo compiles key statements from the Chinese government and prominent
figures demonstrating their desire to coordinate on the problem of Al.

At the 2026 World Al Forum, Chinese President Xi Jinping warned that Al could escape
human control: “With Al advancing at a staggering speed, we must [...] constantly refine
measures to forestall loss of control.” He called for “a consensus-based global
governance framework” and for “laws and regulations, technological monitoring, early
warning and emergency response systems in order to strengthen the line of security,
prevent abuses and malicious use, and ensure that Al is always under human control.”
Chinese Vice Premier Ding Xuexiang, at the 2025 World Economic Forum, said: “If we
allow this reckless competition among countries to continue, then we will see a ‘gray
rhino’.” (A blatant, severe, and ignored threat.) “[...] We stand ready, under the
framework of the United Nations and its core, to actively participate in including all the
relevant international organizations and all countries to discuss the formulation of robust
rules to ensure that Al technology will become an ‘Ali Baba’s treasure cave’ instead of a
‘Pandora’s Box.”*

Xi Jinping, in a November 2024 meeting with then-President Joe Biden, publicly agreed
that Al should not be given control of nuclear weapons.*

Zhang Jun, Chinese Ambassador to the United Nations, in a 2023 briefing to the UN
Security Council, said: “To ensure that this technology always benefits humanity, it is
necessary [...] to regulate the development of Al and to prevent this technology from
turning into a runaway wild horse. [...] The international community needs to enhance
risk awareness, establish effective risk warning and response mechanisms, ensure that
risks beyond human control do not occur, and ensure that autonomous machine killing
does not occur. We need to strengthen the detection and evaluation of the entire life
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cycle of Al, ensuring that mankind has the ability to press the stop button at critical
moments.™

e LiQiang, Chinese Premier and second-ranking member of the Politburo Standing
Committee of the Chinese Communist Party, addressing the July 2025 World Artificial
Intelligence Conference in Shanghai, said: “We should strengthen coordination to form a
global Al governance framework that has broad consensus as soon as possible.”

e The PRC Ministry of Foreign Affairs, in its October 2023 Global Al Governance Initiative,
said: “We should actively develop and apply technologies for Al governance, encourage
the use of Al technologies to prevent Al risks, and enhance our technological capacity
for Al governance. [...] We support discussions within the United Nations framework to
establish an international institution to govern Al, and to coordinate efforts to address
major issues concerning international Al development, security, and governance.” In
July 2025, it renewed the call for “a widely recognized safety governance framework.”

e The Bletchley Declaration, drafted in November 2023 and signed by thirty countries
including the U.S. and China, says: “Al should be designed, developed, deployed, and
used, in a manner that is safe, in such a way as to be human-centric, trustworthy and
responsible. [...] Many risks arising from Al are inherently international in nature, and so
are best addressed through international cooperation.”

e China’s own Al safety institute, CnAISDA, was founded in June 2025, and asserts that
“Al governance is vital to the future of humanity and requires the collective attention and
participation of countries around the world.”"° Its leadership includes the prominent
scientists Xue Lan, Yi Zeng, and Andrew Yao." All three have expressed concerns about
the deadly potential of superhuman Al; not long after CnAISDA’s founding, Yao warned:
“Once large models become sufficiently intelligent, they will deceive people,” and called
for attention to “existential risks” from Al."

e YiZeng, Director of the International Research Center for Al Ethics and Governance at
the Chinese Academy of Sciences, in a UN Security Council briefing, said: “In the
short-term and the long-term, the risk of Al replacing and causing the extinction of
humankind will be present. [...] And in the long-term, we haven't given superintelligence
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any practical reasons why they should protect humankind, which may take decades to
achieve.”"®

e YiZeng has also signed a call to pause giant Al experiments' and the Center for Al
Safety’s Statement on Al Risk,' and in March 2024 expanded upon his views in an
interview: “When artificial general intelligence (AGI) or superintelligence emerges,
because the intelligence level may be far beyond humans, it will see humans as humans
see ants. Many people believe that superintelligence will compete with humans for
resources, and even endanger human survival.”®

e In a panel with U.S. Senator Bernie Sanders, Yi Zeng observed “We do not have
scientific evidence, [or] a practical way to keep superintelligence safe enough not to
bring catastrophic risk to humans,” and Xue Lan said “There are also many regional and
bilateral agreements [on Al], but these efforts are fragmented and not as effective as
they should be.”"”

e Xiao Qian, Deputy Director of the Center for International Security and Strategy at
Tsinghua University, argued in April 2025 for building trust and cooperation between the
U.S. and China to “address the existential risks of Al."*
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